THE AUTHENTIC BIOGRAPHY OF  COLONEL BECK
his countrymen were wont to gather together, to expose
himself to the suspicion of the authorities. Sometimes
this meant imprisonment and often it meant exile;
and always it had the effect of completely changing the
course of a life.
Joseph Beck, the father, was no exception to this
well-known rule. Whenever he could spare the time
he frequented a secret Polish Trade Union group and
took part in many a discussion on the resurrection of
his country. The result was that, one fine day, he was
surprised by the police and condemned to two years'
imprisonment. In addition he was forbidden to exercise
his profession within the limits of Polish territory in
Russia. That meant that when at length he was
liberated from prison at St. Petersburg, he had
to migrate to Riga where his wife and family had
settled.
There at Riga it might be thought that he had slender
scope for his activities. He was that most unfortunate
of mortals, a political ex-prisoner known to the police
and always watched and suspected by the police agents.
But Beck the elder was not the man weakly to yield to
the necessities of his fortune. He would turn these
necessities to Very palpable gain for his country, and so
he made his home a centre of influence from which
generous impulses were propagated in every direction.
All who visited the house partook in some degree of
its spirit and in after years the family were often visited
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